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1. Claims 7-31 and 37-43 have been examined. Application 09/981,653 (SYSTEM 
AND METHOD FOR CASINO MANAGEMENT) has a filing date 10/18/2001 and Claims 
Priority from Provisional Application 60241326 (10/18/2000). 

Claim Objections 

2. Applicant Response to Election / Restriction Filed 11/14/2005 did not include a 
listing of all the claims. All claims must be listed even, if withdrawn due to election. The 
text must be supplied (37 CFR 1.121). 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, 
cancellation of an existing claim or addition of a new claim, must include a complete 
listing of all claims ever presented, including the text of all pending and withdrawn 
claims, in the application. The claim listing, including the text of the claims, in the 
amendment document will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims, in the 
application. In the claim listing, the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following identifiers in a parenthetical expression: (Original), 
(Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously presented), (New), and (Not 
entered). 

(1) Claim listing. All of the claims presented in a claim listing shall be presented 
in ascending numerical order. Consecutive claims having the same status of "canceled 
or "not entered " may be aggregated into one statement (e.g., Claims 1 -5 
(canceled)). The claim listing shall commence on a separate sheet of the amendment 
document and the sheet(s) that contain the text of any part of the claims shall not 
contain any other part of the amendment. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-16, 18-23 and 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Applicants Background of the Invention in view Blad (US 

2001/0048374). 

As per claim 7, Applicant's Background of the Invention teaches: 

A casino management method for tracking history of gaming machines and 
casino locations, comprising the steps of: 

assigning a respective location identifier to each location within a casino (see 
Applicant's background page 2, paragraph 1); associating a respective machine placard 
with each machine within the casino (see Applicant's background page 3, paragraph 2); 

associating a respective machine identifier with each machine within the casino; 

tracking within a database a history of the correlation between location, placard 
as machines and placards are moved within the casino (see Applicant's background 
page 3, paragraph 2) but fails to teach that said tracking is done using a machine 
identifiers. However, Blad teaches the monitoring of gaming machines using a unique 
machine identification code (see Blad paragraph 42). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to 
know that a casino resort management system as the one taught in Applicant's 
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background of the invention would be motivated to use unique machine identifiers as 
the one taught by Blad in order to track and monitor particular machines. The unique 
machine identifier would allow the tracking of particular machines no matter the location 
of said machines and without the need to use placard identifiers. 

As per claim 8, Applicant's Background of the Invention teaches: 
The method according to claim 7, further comprising the step of 
generating a report based on the tracked history in the database, the report 
organized according to any of the location identifier, the placard identifier (see , 
Applicant's Background page 2). Applicant's background does not teach that said report 
is done based upon machine identifier. However, the same argument made in claim 7 
regarding this limitation is also made in claim 8. 

As per claim 9, Applicant's Background of the Invention teaches: 
The method according to claim 8, but fails to teach wherein the report 
simultaneously display historical data organized according location identifier, placard 
identifier and machine identifier. However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well 
known in the computer art to organize and sort reports by different attributes, such as 
location, or identification. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the application was made, to know that casinos' managers would 
organize the statistics accumulated on how particular machines perform on different 
casino locations using the machine identification or placard identifier in order to allow 
casino's manager better track said performance. 

As per claim 10, Applicant's Background of the Invention teaches: 
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The method according to claim 7, further comprising the step of: 

acquiring respective performance data associated with each machine within the 

casino (see Applicant's background page 2). 

As per claim 1 1 , Applicant's Background of the Invention teaches: 

The method according to claim 10, further comprising the step of 

determining and reporting a historical performance of different gaming machines 

at a particular location in the casino (see Applicant's background page 2). 
As per claim 12, Applicant's Background of the Invention teaches: 
The method according to claim 11, further comprising the steps of organizing 

locations within a casino into one or more zones and determining and reporting a 

historical performance of a particular zone within the casino (see Applicant's 

background page 2). 

As per claim 13, Applicant's Background of the Invention : 

The method according to claim 10, further comprising the step of 

determining and reporting a historical performance of a particular gaming 

machine at different locations in the casino (see Applicant's background page 2). 
As per claim 14, Applicant's Background of the Invention : 
The method according to claim 10, further comprising the step of 
determining and reporting a historical performance of different machines 

associated with a particular placard identifier (see Applicant's background page 3). 
As per claim 15, Applicant's Background of the Invention : 
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The method according to claim 10, but fails to teach wherein performance data 
includes one or more of coin in, jackpot, win/loss, par% and act%. However, Blad 
teaches a system that monitors performance data such as coin in of gaming machines 
(see Blad paragraph 40). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that the gaming machine 
tracking method taught by Applicant's background would monitor performance data as 
coin in, as taught by Blad . in order to track the performance of particular machines with 
respect to the location of said machines. 

As per claim 16, Applicant's Background of the Invention teaches: 

A casino management method that tracks history of a plurality of gaming 
machines and casino locations, comprising the steps of: 

tracking a respective first history of each gaming machine in a casino, each said 
first history including changes in location of the machine within the casino and machine 
performance (see Applicant's background page 2). Applicant's background fails to teach 
tracking changes in machine configuration and tracking a respective history of each 
location within a casino, each said second history including a type of game at the 
location, denomination of the game at the location, and information associated with the 
location. However, Blad teaches a system that monitors changes in machine 
configurations and type of game at the machine's location (see Blad paragraph 40). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the application was made, to know that casinos resort management system as the one 
taught in Applicant's background of the invention would be motivated to monitor 
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changes in machine configurations and type of game at the machine's location in order 
to track the performance of machines according to said machine's location. 

exchanging placards among the plurality of gaming machines while maintaining 
tracking of the first and second histories, said placards comprising a unique placard 
associated with each of the gaming machines (see Applicant's background page 3). 

As per claim 18, Applicant's background : 

The method according to claim 17, further comprising the steps of 

associating a respective location identifier with each location within the casino 
(see Applicant's background page 2); 

associating a respective placard identifier with each gaming machine within the 
casino (see Applicant's background page 3); and 

using the location identifiers and the placard identifiers associated with the first 
and second gaming machines and the first and second locations when tracking said 
first, second and third performances (see Applicant's background page 3). Applicant's 
background fails to teach using machine identifiers for said tracking. However, the same 
argument made in claim 7 with respect said missing limitation is also made in claim 18. 

As per claim 19, Applicant's background teaches: 

A casino management method for evaluating performance of different gaming 
machines and locations within a casino, comprising the steps of: 

associating a respective location identifier with each of a plurality of locations 
within the casino (see Applicant's background page 2); 

associating a respective placard identifier with each of a plurality of gaming 
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machines within the casino (see Applicant's background page 3). Applicant's 
background does not teach a respective machine identifier. However, the same 
argument made in claim 7 regarding this missing limitation is also made in claim 19. 

tracking a relationship between a particular gaming machine and a particular 
location based on the location identifiers and the placard identifiers (see Applicant's 
background page 3); 

placing a first gaming machine in a plurality of different locations within the 
casino (see Applicant's background page 3); 

evaluating a respective performance of the first gaming machine at each of the 
plurality of different locations (see Applicant's background page 3); and 

locating the first game machine in the casino based on the respective 
performances (see Applicant's background page 2). 

As per claims 20 and 26, Applicant's background teaches: 

A casino management method for evaluating performance of different gaming 
machines and locations within a casino, comprising the steps of 

associating a respective location identifier with each of a plurality of locations 
within the casino (see Applicant's background page 2); 

associating a respective placard identifier with each of a plurality of gaming 
machines within the casino tracking a relationship between a particular gaming machine 
and a particular location based on the location identifiers and the placard identifiers (see 
Applicant's background page 3). Applicant's background does not teach using a 
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machine identifier. However, the argument made in claim 7 regarding this missing 
limitation is also made in claim 20. 

tracking respective additional information about each of different gaming 
machines at a particular location (see Applicant's background page 3); and 

generating a report providing a comparison of the respective additional 
information (see Applicant's background page 3). 

As per claim 21 , Applicant's background teaches: 

The method according to claim 20, wherein the respective additional information 
relates to revisions of the different gaming machines (see Applicant's background page 
3). 

As per claim 22, Applicant's background teaches: 
The method according to claim 21, wherein revisions include one or more of location 
movements, glass changes, software changes, peripheral additions and changes, 
location in/out of service changes, gaming machine in/out of service changes, 
maintenance changes, and alarm conditions (see Applicant's background page 3). 

As per claims 23 and 29, Applicant's background teaches: 

The method according to claim 20, wherein the respective additional information 
relates to gaming machine characteristics and player characteristics (see Applicant's 
background page 2; "heavier traffic"). 

As per claim 27, Applicant's background teaches: 
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The method according to claim 26, teach wherein the respective additional 
information relates to revisions of the different gaming machines (see Applicant's 
background page 3). 

As per claim 28, Applicant's background teaches: 

The method-according to claim 27, wherein revisions include one or more of 
location movements, glass changes, software changes, peripheral additions and 
changes, location in/out of service changes, gaming machine in/out of service changes, 
maintenance changes, and alarm conditions (see Applicant's background page 3). 
4. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's Background of the Invention . 

As per claim 17, Applicant's Background of the Invention teaches: 

A casino management method for evaluating machine and location 
performances, comprising the steps of 

evaluating a first performance of a first gaming machine at a first location (see 
Applicant's background pages 2-3; Applicant's background teaches the monitoring of 
particular machines); 

evaluating a second performance of a second gaming machine at a second 
location (see Applicant's background pages 2-3). Applicant's background does not 
expressly teach a first performance of a first machine and a second performance of a 
second machine. However, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the application was made, to know that the casino resort 
management system taught in Applicant's background of the invention would track the 
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performance of a first or a second machine as said system already is tracking the 
performance of each particular machine in a casino. 

after relocation of the first gaming machine to the second location, evaluating a 
third performance of the first gaming machine at the second location (see Applicant's 
background page 3); and 

comparing the first performance and the third performance in order to generate 
comparative performance data for the first gaming machine according to location within 
a casino (see Applicant's background page 3). 

5. Claims 24, 25, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Applicant's Background of the Invention in view Blad (US 
2001/0048374) and further in view of the article International Game Technology 
(Dialogue File 545; Ref# 00850047). 

As per claims 24 and 30, Applicant's background teaches: 

The method according to claim 23, wherein: 

gaming machine characteristics includes one or more of game type, game 
denomination, and game location (see Applicant's background page 3) but fails to teach 
that player characteristics includes one or more of group, age, sex, status and club 
level. However, the article International Game Technology (Dialogue File 545; Ref# 
00850047) teaches a proprietary software that automates data collection in casinos 
including player characteristics (i.e. player's level of play; see paragraph 5). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
application was made, to know that casinos would use the system taught by 
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International Game Technology to track players performance in particular machines and 
would use said tracking to determine the performance of said machines. This feature 
would help casinos better manage their game machines for the purpose of maximizing 
profits from said machines. 

As per claims 25 and 31 , Applicant's background teaches: 

The method according to claim 20, but fails to teach wherein the respective 
additional information relates to different patron playing performance in a predetermined 
time frame. However, the same argument made in claim 24 regarding said missing 
limitation is also made in claim 25. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 37-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Weiss 
(US 6,511,377). 

As per claim 37, Weiss teaches: 

A method of managing a cashless casino, comprising the steps of providing a 
patron card to a patron of a casino (see column 3, lines 1 5-20); 

associating a monetary value with the patron card (see column 3, lines 10-25); 
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providing a first game at the casino that accepts the patron card and recognizes 
the associated monetary value to allow a patron to play the game (see column 3, lines 
5-20); 

adjusting the associated monetary value based on the patrons play of the first 
game (see column 3, lines 40-55); 

and upon receiving a request by the patron, exchanging the patron card for an 
amount of money based on the adjusted associated monetary value (see column 4, 
lines 1-20). 

As per claim 38, Weiss teaches: 

The method according to claim 37, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving cash or cash equivalent from the patron (see column 3, lines 34-40); 
determining the associated monetary value based on the received cash (see 
column 3, lines 34-40). 

As per claim 39, Weiss teaches: 

The method according to claim 37, wherein the adjusting step is performed by 
the first game (see column 3, lines 10-20). 
As per claim 40, Weiss teaches: 

The method according to claim 37, wherein the associated monetary value is 
stored on the patron card (see column 3, lines 10-25). 
As per claim 41 , Weiss teaches: 

The method according to claim 37, wherein the associated monetary value is 
stored in a database, said database in communication with the first game and storing an 
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association between the patron card and the associated monetary value (see column 3, 
lines 10-40). 

As per claim 42, Weiss teaches: 
The method according to claim 37, further comprising the step of generating a receipt 
related to the adjusted associated monetary value (see column 12, lines 32-37). 

As per claim 43, Weiss teaches: 

The method according to claim 37, further comprising the steps of 

providing a second game at the casino that accepts the patron card and 

recognizes the adjusted associated monetary value to allow a patron to play the game; 

further adjusting the adjusted associated monetary value based on the patrons play of 

the second game (see column 3, lines 10-40). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The Examiner's 
Right fax number is 571-273-6720. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Daniel Lastra 
January 17, 2006 



